
ITALIAN 
FINESSE
Get your Italian fix at 

Ospitalità Italiana-accredited 
establishments

MAKE THE 
RIGHT 
CHOICE
Restaurants that bang the 
drum for the sustainable 
seafood cause 
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VIVA L’ITALIA
In celebration of Italy’s Republic Day, we find 
out what F&B personalities are bringing to 

the local culinary scene

www.wineanddine.com.sg



ESCAPES

> REMINISCENT     
 AMBIENCE 
Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts has rebranded the Traders Hotel, Yangon, 
as Sule Shangri-La, Yangon, following two and a half years of renovation. 
In a city that was once a key port in the British Empire, the Sule Shangri-
La evokes modernity that effortlessly combines with tributary nods to its 
colonial past and local culture. Reflected in the décor of its 484 refurbished 
rooms and suites, are works by local artists and craftsmen, alongside modern 
embellishments of marble and fine linen. Its restaurants and lounges have 
also been updated, where guests can enjoy a smorgasbord of delectable 
international cuisine. As part of the hotel’s Horizon Club benefits, guests 
enjoy privileges like Wi-Fi access, all-day complimentary refreshments and 
a dedicated concierge. The executive lounge has also been relocated to the 
more spacious 21st floor to offer an unobstructed view of the Schwedagon 
Pagoda. To mark the rebranding of the Sule Shangri-La, Yangon, the hotel 
is introducing a ‘Celebration Package’ starting from US$215 a night until 
31 July 2014. A minimum two nights’ stay is inclusive of one-way airport 
transfer and US$40 hotel credit for use for food and beverage, laundry, 
massage services and at the beauty centre.

SULE SHANGRI-LA, YANGON
223 Sule Pagoda Road, G.P.O. Box 888, Myanmar. For reservations, 
Tel: +95 1 242 828, or email ssyn@shangri-la.com.

> EXPERIENCE 
VIENNA AT HOME  
Design Hotels has collaborated with British design 
firm Conran & Partners to unveil The Guesthouse 
Vienna, making use of light wood, ambient lighting 
and soft furnishing to create a classic cozy, yet 
sophisticated Viennese atmosphere that is as 
charming as the city itself. Situated in the Innere 
Stadt, the first municipal District of Vienna, the 
hotel features 35 rooms, each outfitted with an 
espresso machine, mini bar and wine fridge with 
complimentary soft drinks, wine and beer to ensure 
all guests remain well refreshed and catered for. 
Of its four suites, Suite 802, with its private roof 
garden, offers panoramic picture-postcard views 
of the city that is surely best enjoyed while slowly 
sipping a glass of wine. The Guesthouse Vienna 
shares a home in the city’s first district with a 
wealth of places to explore, among which are the 
Hofburg Imperial Palace, world renowned Vienna 

State Opera and over 60 museums including the Albertina that houses 
one of the world’s largest print collections. The hotel’s own Brasserie 
& Bakery invites guests to sample a taste of the city with a light menu 
that returns to the 18th-century tradition, of baking everything daily 
with meticulous care and patience.

THE GUESTHOUSE VIENNA
Führichgasse 10, 1010 Vienna, Austria, Tel: +43 1 512 1320. 
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> FOR THE ART     
AFFICIONADOS 
The Park Hotel Tokyo is part of the Design Hotels portfolio of art-centric hotels 
that provides guests with an unforgettable stay by finely blending luxurious 
accommodation with art. Spanning the top 10 floors of the 34-storey Shiodome 
Media Tower, the Park Hotel Tokyo offers picturesque views and features a 10-storey 
atrium illuminated by natural lighting. Its interior design pays tribute to the local 
traditions of nature, with its sunlit garden lobby embodying the local culture 
of incorporating nature into modern infrastructure. The Park Hotel Tokyo’s 273 
guestrooms also offers unique opportunities for an artist to soak in the atmosphere 
and translate their inspirations onto the hotel walls. The hotel even has dedicated 
artist rooms for guests with an interest in Japanese aesthetics and arts. One of the 
guestrooms features the piece Dragon, the work of Japanese artist Kiyoko Abe, who 
was inspired by the hotel’s views and its elements of nature during a 10-day stay in 
January this year.

PARK HOTEL TOKYO
Shiodome Media Tower, 1-7-1 Higashi Shimbasi, Minato-ku, 105-7227, Tokyo, 
Japan, Tel: +81 3 6252 1111.

> FAMILY GETAWAY  
Bask in a relaxing blend of sun and sea this June Holiday at 
Club Med Bintan with the family. Club Med’s Family Festival 
takes place from 5-8 June, and promises to leave each member 
of the family with a truly memorable vacation. Located just 
55 minutes south of Singapore, the festival will keep guests 
entertained with a myriad of activities. Those looking to 
simply relax will find recreational activities like the Rainbow 
Child Yoga sessions. Children with footballing ambitions can 
go one step closer to fulfilling them with the Soccer Clinic 
led by Steven Tan, one of the top scorers in S-League history. 
The creative ones will not be left out with programmes like 
Batik Painting and K-Pop Dance classes that go beyond artistic 
expression to provide the perfect platform for bonding with 
the kids. In addition to the Family Festival in Bintan, Club Med 
has a “Kids Stay Free” promotion from 1 May to 31 October 
2014. Children 4 to 11 years of age will receive complimentary 
hotel stays at four other destinations: Bali, Cherating, Phuket 
and Guilin.

CLUB MED BINTAN
Jalan Site A11, Lagoi Bintan Utara, Tanjun Uban Island, 
Kepulauan Riau 12920, Indonesia, Tel: +62 770 692801.

> LUXURY IN HISTORY  
The port town of Hoi An, one of Vietnam’s most beautiful locations, is set to become 
home to Serenity Holding’s Alma Courtyard Hoi An. Following the success of its flagship 
resort Fusion Da Nang, in Vietnam, the new resort, located in the heart of the UNESCO 
World Heritage site, will open its doors this June. The four-star Alma Courtyard Hoi An 
encompasses the rich Vietnamese culture it is set in, resembling an old Hoi An monastery 
that pays tribute to its history. Cloistered courtyards housing a rectangular pool and 
gardens that exudes tranquility, complete with its 144 rooms set in lush tropical courtyard, 
make for an entrancing stay. Guests can enjoy a wide variety of local foods from the Four 
Plate restaurant, with unique drink selections made from local fruits and spices available as 
well at the Blue Bottle Bar. The Alma Courtyard Hoi An also invites guests to partake in an 
inclusive ‘My Chi’ wellness package aimed to balance the body’s chi that includes a steam 
and sauna and massage of choice.

ALMA COURTYARD HOI AN
326 Ly Thuong Kiet, Tan An Ward, Hoi An Town, Vietnam. 
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Mexican Charm 
Located just off the coast of the tranquil, residential town of Playa del Carmen, Mexico, the Hotel La Semilla sits on the outskirts of lush flora, 
a mere 100 metres away from the coastline. The nine-room resort has four room categories, each promising breath-taking views of both the 

surrounding greenery and the sparkling sea. To offer a sense of home away from home, owners Alexis Schärer and Angie Rodriguez include bits 
of what they called home inspired by their globetrotting days, designing interiors with intentionally mismatched furniture procured from local 
flea markets that reflect their own personality and charm. Breakfast is served daily, courtesy of the owners Schärer and Rodriguez, who along 
with the staff also happily point visitors to their favourite restaurants and street food stands for guests to indulge in local fare. Complimentary 

vintage bikes are also available for guests to explore nearby marvels like the ancient Mayan ruins. 

HOTEL LA SEMILLA
Calle 38 Norte mz. 4 lt. 3 entre 5ta. Av. y el Mar, Playa del Carmen, Q. Roo, 77720, Mexico,

Tel: +1 800 37 46 83 57. For reservations, please email reservations@hotellasemilla.com. 

TRAVEL NEWS & GREAT GETAWAYSTravel


